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Matking the Sukkah Your “Permanent Dwelling” during Sukkot
Mishna Sukkah, Chapter 2, mishna 1, 6-9

Introductory Questions:

1) In chapter 1 last year, we studied the mishna laws of how to build a sukkah. What Sukkot laws

do you think should come next?

2) What is the blessing one recites when beginning a meal in the sukkah? You may write the
blessing in Hebrew or in transliteration into English letters.

3) What do the words of the blessing mean and, therefore, what is the commandment regarding the

sukkah on Sukkot?

1 One who sleeps under the bed in the sukkah
has not fulfilled his/her obligation. Rabbi
Yehuda said: “It was our custom to sleep
under the bed in the presence of the elders
and they did not say anything to us.” Rabbi
Shimon said: “It happened that Tavi, the
servant of Rabban Gamliel, used to sleep
under the bed and Rabban Gamliel said to the
elders, “You see Tavi my servant who is a wise
student and knows that servants are exempt
from the commandment of sukkah?
Therefore, he sleeps under the bed.” So,
from this we learned that someone who sleeps
under the bed has not fulfilled his/her
obligation.”
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3) According to this mishna, what is the first action or behavior that is required to fulfill the

commandment of sukkah?

4) Why would sleeping under the bed not allow a person to fulfill the mitzvah of sukkah?
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Introductory Question:

1) In mishna 2:1, we learned that sleeping in the sukkah is the first act that is required to fulfill the
commandment of sukkah. What are some other activities that you think would also be necessary?

6 Rabbi Eliezer says: A person is obligated to
eat 14 meals in the sukkah, one during the day
and one at night. The Sages say: this issue
does not have a fixed number, except for the
evening of the first day of the Festival. Rabbi
Eliezer also said: Anyone who did not eat in
the sukkah on the evening of the first day of
the Festival can make it up on the evening of
the last day of the Festival. However, the
Sages say: this issue cannot be made up, for it
says in the TaNaKH: “That which is crooked
cannot be made straight and that which is
missing something cannot be counted.”

(Kohelet 1:15)
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3) Why did Rabbi Eliezer put the required number of meals at 14? What was his reasoning for that

particular number?

4) Based on the two questions at hand in the mishna, who do you think is stricter, Rabbi Eliezer or

the Sages? Explain your answer.

5) According to this mishna, what is an essential aspect of “dwelling in the sukkah?”
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Introductory Question:

1) Look up the word PRECEDENT in a dictionary and write its definition below.

7 For one who had his head and most of his
body in the sukkah, but his table is inside the
house, The House of Shammai rules it to be
invalid and the House of Hillel rules it to be
valid. The House of Hillel said to the House
of Shammai: “Was it not the case that when
the elders of the Houses of Shammai and
Hillel went to wvisit Rabbi Yohanan ben
Horani and found him sitting with his head
and most of his body in the sukkah, yet with
his table inside the house, that they said
nothing to him?” The House of Shammai
said the House of Hillel: “You call that proof?
They actually said to him: ‘If this is the way
you have been conducting yourself, you have
never fulfilled the commandment of the
sukkah in your entire life!l” ”
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2) How does Beit Hillel try to prove their point with the story that they told? (Use the word

precedent in your answer)

3) What does this mishna say about HOW one is to make the sukkah a dwelling place?
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Introductory Questions:

1) According to halakha/]ewish law, who is obligated to make a sukkah a dwelling place?

2) Read the following Torah verse CAREFULLY, word by word. Is there anything there that
might make you change your answer to #1? Explain.
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“You shall dwell in booths for seven days; every citizen of israel will live in booths.”

8 Women, slaves, and minor children are
exempted from the commandment of sukkah.
A minor child who does not need his mother
is obligated for the commandment of sukkah.
It once happened that Shammai the elder’s
daughter-in-law gave birth and he removed
the ceiling plaster and placed s’&bakh covering
over the bed for the minor child.
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3) Does the ruling of the Sages in this mishna agree with your opinions from the questions above?
What do you think about this ruling? What do you think is the source for ruling regarding

women?

4) Why do you think Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi put the story about Shammai into this mishna?

Introductory Question:
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1) What is the difference between something permanent and something temporary? Be thoughtful

and provide specific examples or characteristics.

2) At what point do you think the Rabbis would say that one can come back and live in the house,

even if it is still during Sukkot?

9 VFor all seven days one is to make his
sukkah his permanent dwelling and his house
a temporary one. If rain fell, from what time
is one permitted to remove [the dishes from the
sukkah and go inside].D From the time that a thick
dish would become spoiled [by the rain that would
fall into i]. They made an analogy: to what may
this be compared? To a slave who comes to
fill a cup for his master and he (the master)
poured the jug on his face.
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3) What is the lesson that we are intended to learn from the analogy that the Rabbis make? Who is

who in the story and what is the message?

4) Pretend that you are Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi and you are editing/putting together the Mishna.
Would you have ordered them in the same order that he did? Why or why not? Using the
numbers that he assigned, in what order would you have put these mishnayo? Explain.




